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Discernment 
 

At the Annual Meeting of Hamilton Conference each year, we 
are privileged to hear from the candidates for ordination.  They 
each speak to us about their personal journey that lead them 
from whatever life was before they decided to seek ordination or 
commissioning, to where they are that day,  taking part in the 
ceremony that will start them in a new direction, serving the 
church in a new way. 
 
Each story is unique.  A few young people have come straight 
from high school and an undergraduate degree into theological 
college.  Most have come from other walks of life and been 
called out into this new work, often taking many years to com-
plete the requirements, and care for a family at the same time.  
Some were raised in the church. Now and then, of course, we hear from one who was raised 
‘in the manse’.  More and more we hear from people who came to the church as adults, hear-
ing God’s calling first to join the Church, and then to offer leadership. 
 
Each one also has a different story about when and how they knew, how they discerned the 
truth that God was calling them into this life and work.  Some felt that the work they were al-
ready doing lead naturally into the work of the church.  Others felt that they were being called 
to make a firm break with the life they were living before. 
 
Each story is different, but certain elements are always there.  There is always a long time of 
prayer.  There is always a lot of thought, discussion with family and friends, more prayer…
discussion with God, before the required discussions with the community and various courts 
of the church even begin.  Never, have I heard anyone say the decision was easy, and changed 
very little for them.  There is always a sense of excitement.  Some of them seem a little nervous 
and others show only enthusiasm; they are all feeling the joy of doing what they are called to 
do.  There is always a firm determination to carry though with the work they are beginning 
that day, and a confidence that the decisions taken have been right. 
 
As a congregation, we have to make decisions that will affect our life together.  Norfolk 
United, or Norfolk Methodist has been doing that for 174 years.  Each story is different, but 
certain elements should always be there.  There should be prayer to begin with, to go on with 
and to end with.  There should be lots of thought and discussion with family and friends, as 
well as the formal discussions that will be required.  When we reach a conclusion, there 
should be a sense of excitement about the direction we have chosen; a feeling that we are act-
ing within the will of God for us, and a determination to make this course work well for us and 
for our community. 
 
This process is known as discernment.  We’re taking time to become aware of all the many 
circumstances surrounding any important decision, all the different needs and purposes in-
volved; all the different expectations and hopes.  We’re remembering that God is involved in 
all our decisions.  If everything we do is done to God’s glory, it will bring joy and hope to us 
and to the world that God loves. 
 
May the Holy Spirit open our hearts and minds to the call and guidance of the Lord. 
      

(Rev.) Arty Miller 
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What a wonderful summer we have had!  The 
rain fell mainly in the evenings making re-
markable sunny days.  Remember these hot 
and humid days when the thermometer is 
reading -20 C. this winter, and we aren’t wor-
rying about the humidex but rather the wind 
chill factor. I hope you all enjoyed a respite 
and are now ready to get back to fellowships.  
 
There will be a Psalm Study on September 
23rd, 30th and Oct. 7th, at 7 p.m. This is pre-
sented by Rev. Nigel Bunce, and our Chris-
tian Education committee. Psalms are taught 
to the group in song, which should be most 
interesting. Please keep those dates in mind 
and come out and be part of this unique 
study. We’ll look forward to seeing you. 
 
Council has also been working on the possi-
bility of renting the sanctuary to Word of Life 
Regional Church.  No agreements have to 
date been reached (at this writing), however, 
discussions continue.  Our Rental committee 
will present to the congregation any agree-
ments forthcoming. 
 
We have a great new fence on the Cork 
Street side of the church, which was installed 
by our tenant, St. Joseph’s Health Centre.  
Thank you to them for the new addition.  It 
certainly adds to our church. 
 
At our last meeting in June, Allan Knapp, of 
the A.P.E. committee, gave a Power Point 
presentation of the plans for the 175th Anni-
versary. There are so many great events 
coming up in 2011,  (but I can’t let the cat out 
of the bag!), so keep posted and watch for 
information in the weekly bulletins. Events will 
be shifting to high gear! 
 
In July.  Landon Thomas Russell Hannah, 
Dominic Paul Giovanni Gazzola, and Christo-
pher Crawford Smith were baptized into the 
church of Jesus Christ at Norfolk.  We warmly 
welcome these children and their families. 

 

Many have commented 
to me how much they 
enjoy seeing the children 
as we proudly walk them 
down the aisle. One of 
my greatest joys being 
chair is my part in the 
baptisms. Thank you to 
Arty for allowing me to 
participate. 
 
Hope to see you all again soon, as Septem-
ber is just around the corner. Services re-
sume September 5th at 10:30 a.m. 
    

“If you’re not as close to God as you  
used to be, who moved?” 

 
Blessings,     Alta Greenway, Chair  

 

“Queen for Norfolk” Contestants 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL  
SUPPORTS  

 
 

A big thank you to all those who  
supported the Sunday School’s  

fundraiser in support of Sleeping 
Children Around the World.  Watch 

for details of an upcoming fundraiser 
by the Sunday School in the fall. 
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More information to follow. 
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McDermott, Shirley Burrows, Joyce Auger and 
Alta Greenway and for June:  Wynne Wright and 
Ken Russell.  Your participation in the service of 
worship is greatly appreciated.   
 

On Saturday, June 26th, Rev. Arty Miller offici-
ated at two weddings.  The wedding of Erin Mar-
getts and Tod Helkaa was held at the church at 2 
p.m.  Chuck and Lois Henderson volunteered to 
assist at this wedding.  (We now need to call on 
members of the congregation to volunteer in as-
sisting with upcoming weddings and, if you are 
interested in helping, please contact the Worship 
Committee).  At 4 p.m., Rev. Miller officiated at 
the wedding of Michelle Auger (Joyce Auger's 
granddaughter) and Rob Tartaglia. 
 

A Baptism service was held on July 11th.  We 
welcomed Landon Thomas Russell Hannah, son 
of Philip and Lindsey; Dominic Paul Giovanni 
Gazzola, son of Steven and Nicole;  and Christo-
pher Crawford Smith, son of Stephen and An-
gela, into our church family. 
 

Joint summer services with Paisley Memorial 
Church were held at Norfolk during the month of 
July, and at Paisley during August. Norfolk was 
closed for services for the month of August. 
 

On Sunday, August 1st, the 2010 John Galt Kirk-
ing Service was held at St. James the Apostle 
Anglican Church.  This event was sponsored by 
the Old Stone Churches, the Guelph Historical 
Society and the City of Guelph.   It was a very 
enjoyable occasion, and since Norfolk will be 
holding this service next year during our 175th 
Anniversary celebrations, we asked our congre-
gation to attend, if possible, and many did.  We 
will be needing ideas and help with that event.  
The procession of local officials, visiting dignitar-
ies, including John Galt and Tiger Dunlop,  
Bishop Spence, retired Bishop of the Diocese, 
and the choir were piped into the church.  The 
choirs of each church were invited to sing with St. 
James choir and Hermina Wright and Joyce 
Doyle enjoyed the experience of singing with the 
large 30 member choir.  Rev. Arty Miller partici-
pated in the service and assisted in serving com-
munion.  A reception with cookies and pink lem-
onade was held on the lawn following the service.  
Altogether a very pleasant and successful event. 

1
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On Sunday, May 16th, we welcomed 
Hunter Teagan James Kessel, son of 
Sheila and Warren, and Leah-Rose Gam-
ble, daughter of Sheryl and Chris into our 
church family. 

 
Communion was served on Sunday, May 
30th.  Many thanks to Jill Calvert, Phil 
Greenway, Chuck and Lois Henderson, 
Robert Walters and Doug Neal for assist-
ing in this service.  The next Communion 
Service will be held on October 3rd, 2010. 
 

Rev. Arty Miller attended the Annual Meet-
ing of Hamilton Conference on Sunday, 
June 6th.  Alta Greenway conducted the 
service in her absence. 
 

The Sunday School Promotion and Recog-
nition Sunday was held on June 13th.  Stu-
dents Sydnie Budd, Joseph Coward, Cody 
Cowbrough, Bradley Evans, Emily Evans, 
Jacob Gray, Mackenzie Mollison, Parker 
Mollison, Anna Peluch, Denais Peluch, 
Wesley Peluch and Douglas Walters were 
promoted.  Teachers, Audrey Friendship 
and Sylvia Grant were recognized as were 
Norfolk Nannies, Debra Enright, Elaine 
Florence, Joan Gray, Sylvia Mollison, Jen-
nifer Porritt, and Sandra Walters.  Your 
contributions are greatly appreciated. 
 

Our Church Picnic followed this service, 
and, due to inclement weather, was held in 
the gymnasium.  It was well attended and 
we all enjoyed the good food, entertain-
ment and fellowship. Many thanks to all 
who organized, barbequed and brought 
such delicious food.   Our second annual 
"Queen of Norfolk" contest was held.  
Three names were drawn "at random" and 
Kay Scott, Brenda Wollis and Doug Neal 
competed for the treasured title.  The re-
sults were very close, but Doug Neal will 
now reign during the coming year.   
 

Special thanks to our Ushers for May:  Ken 
Coutts, Michael Richardson and Jennifer 
Porritt, and June:  Irene Stewart, George 
Rode and Chuck Henderson.  Thank you 
to the Scripture Readers for May:  Pat 
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“The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want…     (Psalm 23) 
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A Gathering for Creators of Prayer Shawls	
		
On Saturday October 30th, 2010, from 10 
a.m. to noon, the Dublin Street United Church 
Prayer Shawl Group will be hosting a gather-
ing for people/groups in Guelph who are cre-
ating prayer shawls, or who are interested in 
starting a prayer shawl group.    
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Preparations are underway for Christmasfest 2010!                	
 	
        In addition to the standard festivities, we will be having a book sale.  If you 
h a v e any books in saleable condition that you are willing to donate, please drop 
t h e m off in the boxes located in the narthex.	
 	
We are also making some changes with the Silent Auction.  Firstly, we will section the 
tables and close them at different times.  Also, we would like to add some themed bas-
kets; such as Italian, Breakfast, Movie Night, Sweet Treats and Baking.	
 	
These baskets will consist of items donated by the congregation.  If you are able to do-
nate one or two individual items to place in one of the baskets, it would be greatly ap-
preciated.  There will be a more detailed list of ideas for these baskets forthcoming.	
 	
Volunteers are needed for a variety of activities from helping with set-up, ticket sales, 
serving and preparing sandwiches, as well as baking for the ever popular Bake Ta-
ble.  Please let us know if you are interested in being involved with this exciting event.	
 	
We can be reached by phone or email:	

519-829-0941	
norfolksilentauction@hotmail.com	
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BANK ACCOUNT!!! 
 
Something we should all remember… 
 
A 92-year-old, petite, well-poised and proud man, who 
is fully dressed each morning by eight o'clock, with his 
hair fashionably combed and shaved perfectly, even 
though he is legally blind, moved to a nursing home 
today.  His wife of 70 years recently passed away, mak-
ing the move necessary.  After many hours of waiting 
patiently in the lobby of the nursing home, he smiled 
sweetly when told his room was ready.  As he maneu-
vered his walker to the elevator, I provided a visual 
description of his tiny room, including the eyelet sheets 
that had been hung on his window.  “I love it,” he 
stated with the enthusiasm of an eight-year-old having 
just been presented with a new puppy.  “Mr.  Jones, 
you haven't seen the room.” “That doesn't have any-
thing to do with it,” he replied.  “Happiness is some-
thing you decide on ahead of time.  Whether I like my 
room or not doesn't depend on how the furniture is ar-
ranged ...  it's how I arrange my mind.  I already de-
cided to love it.   It's a decision I make every morning 
when I wake up.  I have a choice; I can spend the day 
in bed recounting the difficulty I have with the parts of 
my body that no longer work, or get out of bed and be 
thankful for the ones that do.  Each day is a gift, and as 
long as my eyes open, I'll focus on the new day and all 
the happy memories I've stored away.  Just for this time 
in my life.” 
 
Old age is like a bank account.  You withdraw from 
what you've put in. So, my advice to you would be to 
deposit a lot of happiness in the bank account of memo-
ries! 
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THANK YOU RON! 
 
A special note of appreciation to Ron De-
Coeur who has donated his time and materi-
als for a number of electrical updates includ-
ing improvement of lighting to the choir 
room, installation of an outlet in the Narthex 
for coffee/tea, replacement of fluorescent 
lighting in the downstairs kitchen, replace-
ment of light switch in Church Lane stairwell 
and installation of new fixture in the stair-
well from the Narthex to the downstairs 
washroom.   
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Student’s Name _____________________ Birthdate___________________ Allergies:  Yes_____ No______ 

Student’s Name _____________________ Birthdate___________________ Allergies:  Yes_____ No______ 

Student’s Name _____________________ Birthdate___________________ Allergies:  Yes_____ No______ 

Student’s Name _____________________ Birthdate___________________ Allergies:  Yes_____ No______ 

Student’s Name _____________________ Birthdate___________________ Allergies:  Yes_____ No______ 

If yes to allergies, give details _______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Special instructions _______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Interests ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parents’ Names __________________________________________________Phone No. _______________ 

Address ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
If you can help in any way, please indicate your name and phone number and check the appropriate box or boxes. 
 
Name _________________________________________________________Phone No. ________________ 
 
I would be willing to help: 
         Occasionally Regularly
  

In the nursery       ___________ ___________ 
As a  teacher       ___________ __________ 
 teacher substitute       ___________ ___________ 
 floater (extra person to help out wherever needed)  ___________ ___________ 
 
With  music (pianist, guitarist, etc.)    ___________ ___________ 
 arts & crafts      ___________ ___________ 
 snacks       ___________ ___________
 bulletin boards      ___________ ___________ 
 special events      ___________ ___________
  
 Senior Class speaker     ___________ ___________ 

other (please specify)     ___________ ___________   
 ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

IF YOU DON’T HAVE CHILDREN, PLEASE PASS THIS REGISTRATION FORM ON 

TO A FRIEND, RELATIVE OR NEIGHBOUR WHO HAS CHILDREN.  IN ORDER TO HAVE A SUCCESSFUL 
 SUNDAY SCHOOL, WE NEED EVERYONE’S HELP.   

PLEASE CONSIDER VOLUNTEERING YOUR SERVICES.  COMPLETE THE BOTTOM HALF TO LET US 
KNOW WHERE YOU’D LIKE TO HELP.  YOUR ASSISTANCE IS GREATLY APPRECIATED. 
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