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Thanksgiving Message 
 
When I first arrived in Guelph almost five years ago now, 
there was an opening on the board of Chalmers community 
Services, which I was glad to be able to fill. 
 
I was dismayed to find that the organization was struggling, 
not only financially, which might be expected, but also with 
its understanding of its mission and purpose.  A big reason 
for that struggle was that the organization was at a point in 
its development where they were facing a change of loca-
tion.  Chalmers United Church had been sold and space for 
the Community Services ministry was no longer available in 
the old church building.  There was a lack of energy and it 
was difficult to find board members.  Volunteer numbers were dropping and donations were 
falling off too. 
 
It has been such a joy to see, over the past four years how all of that has turned around.  It 
was hard work for many people, but then, many had been working hard before that too.  I 
believe that the key idea that was offered by John Buttars was the advice that we find part-
ners who would share the vision and work of the ministry. 
 
Norfolk has spent some time on articulating a vision and describing what we do.  Now we too 
need to find partners who will work with us.  Other churches are obvious places to look and 
the opportunity to work with United Church General Council Offices is another avenue to be 
explored.  It may surprise us to find that people and groups we never expected will be willing 
to partner with us. 
 
All of this is very preliminary, and Norfolk is not in crisis, but the experience of others 
teaches us that planning ahead realistically and prayerfully will be worth while, and help us 
to find the best opportunities for the future. 
 
The President of Hamilton Conference this year, Sybil Wilson, has suggested the theme: ”Let 
the Spirit Lead”.   It seems to me that this is a good theme for us to share this year. 
 
If we let the Spirit lead us into the changes we are facing, we may find that our fears and 
doubts are gradually transformed into new hopes and dreams. 
 
We serve a living Lord whose Spirit is calling each of us by name and all of us together to be 
“The body of Christ, life, light and love in the world.” 
 
Let the Spirit guide our conversations over the weeks to come.  The Spirit who calls us will 
give us the means to answer the call. 

 
“For we know, brothers and sisters, beloved by God, that He has chosen you.” 

     I Thessalonians 1:4 
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Embracing the Future Part 2       ...submitted by Chair, Allan Knapp 
  

 As our 175th anniversary celebrations continue to wind down, we con-
tinue to explore ideas and situations that arise that will give us choices as we 
contemplate our future.  
 Two weeks ago, we sent out a special Newsletter that discussed merger 
talks with Dublin Street and Paisley Memorial United Churches. We also 
brought everyone up to date with the news that Lakeside Bible Chapel is inter-
ested in purchasing our church. There is nothing new to report on either front. 
The rumours that Lakeside has purchased Norfolk are totally incorrect. We are 
getting to know each other and price has not yet been discussed. We are a long 
ways away from an offer to consider.  
 At the end of the month, we will begin our focus groups. I have asked 

Sharon to create small discussion groups of 6 to 10 people. She has done so grouping families together 
and friends together as much as possible. She will soon be calling you to set up meeting times. When we 
meet, you will be given the opportunity to ask questions and give your views on the future of our church. 
And we will do it the United Church way with dessert and coffee or tea! 
 Another opportunity has arisen that involves the United Church General Offices currently in 
Toronto.  In June, a letter was sent to all United Churches in Canada announcing that their lease on 
Bloor Street in Toronto was up in January, 2015. They asked interested parties to respond to their Re-
quest For Proposal (RFP) if they were interested in making a submission. We looked at the 10-page list 
of requirements (example – 45,000 sq. ft of space, totally ‘green’ environment, 150 employees) and de-
cided to just file the letter since there is no way that we could qualify.  
 We discussed the letter 3 or 4 times with some Council members and decided that even though 
we didn’t qualify, the City of Guelph would be an ideal location for the United Church General Offices. 
Proximity to 3 airports, 4 Universities, convention facilities, hotels, restaurants were all in our favour 
and of course most things ‘green’ began in Guelph. We had a discussion with the City and there was 
high interest from their view in bringing 150 jobs to Guelph.  
 On the last qualifying day we sent a letter to the Accommodations Working Group indicating 
that we were not making an official submission but gave our reasons for them to consider Guelph. Much 
to our surprise, we made the list of 20 submissions being considered.  
 Earlier this week, the Guelph Mercury reported that Norfolk Street United was one of the prop-
erties being considered much to the surprise of Dublin St. United and Lakeside. The Mercury was cor-
rect in identifying Norfolk as being on the list. However, the 45,000 sq ft required just doesn’t fit into 
our 14,000 sq ft nor can we accommodate 150 employees. Where would they park? So, although we 
made a submission, our property is not the focal point.  
 So where are we now? Phil Greenway and I are spending a lot of time on this project and to-
gether with City Hall, we are talking to developers and land owners and trying to identify potential sites 
that would work. We have also recruited an architect in Guelph that is an expert on church building who 
will work with us on whatever they would like to build.  
 There are different possibilities as we see it. An office building could be constructed to accom-
modate their needs, or it could include Norfolk Church as their ‘sacred space’, or an entire complex 
could be built that includes a church, offices and much more depending on how far they want to go. We 
have been asked to make a formal presentation on October 14th with some of our ideas. Since the Ac-
commodations Working Group is scattered across the country, this presentation will be by webcast from 
Guelph. Welcome to current technology.  
 Norfolk’s role in all this is to facilitate the General Offices moving to Guelph. There is no finan-
cial involvement on our part. This would be a major achievement for our congregation. Recently, Pres-
bytery invited us to make a short presentation on this and we received their unanimous support. We now 
understand the list has gone from 20 to less than 10.  
 We will keep you advised as further developments occur.  
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Finance Committee 
By Wynne Wright 
 
By now, you are all aware of 
the summer/fall happenings 
at Norfolk. God does work 
in mysterious ways, and the unsolicited approach from 
Lakeside seems like one of those ways. If an arrange-
ment transpires in due course, it allows the Norfolk 
congregation to move on in a dignified manner, and 
better still, leaves this grand old building to continue its 
use as a place of worship and community service. 
 
We also continue our ongoing talks with Paisley and 
Dublin, with a view of exploring a possible combination 
of the three congregations, as well as other options. As 
you know, Paisley is closing as of next June 30, but 
they will have ongoing needs, particularly in pastoral 
care. The combined group is committed to make sure 
that these needs of the former Paisley congregation 
are met. The three church group will continue to meet, 
except that there will be a temporary hold to allow for 
the individual congregations to be brought more into 
the conversations. As described in other areas of this 
publication, and in separate communications, our con-
gregation will be meeting in small groups to discuss 
the ongoing and future events, and the Dublin congre-
gation also has to be brought up to date. 
 
In the meantime, however, we are still in the same 
place, doing our own work of “serving God through 
serving people”. For that purpose, we continue to need 
your ongoing financial support, and solicit that support 
through this article, bulletin inserts and a special 
speaker later this month. When the treasurer gets the 
books done up to September 30, we will give you a 
financial update for the first three quarters of the year, 
so you can judge the needs for yourself. 
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 More information to follow. 

 
I deeply appreciated all the 
"Get Well" cards, letters, 
prayers and visits I received 
while in hospital and in rehab.   

Even though the stay was long,  all of these things helped 
to shorten it up. I also realize and appreciate all the great 
friends I have and that care about me. Thanks to all and I 
certainly know how deeply all those things made me 
feel.             George Rode   
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A special note of thanks to our readers for September and 
October:  Ken Budd, Jeannette Budd, Sandra Walters, 
Tony Zamojc, Pat McDermott, and Ken Russell. 
 
Our ushers for September were Shirley and John Burrows, 
Alice and John Wink.  For October, Brenda Cowbrough, 
George Rode and Vera Reay are our ushers.  Thank you 
for participating in this ministry. 
 
On October 1st, Maggie Oliver and Andrew Brown, were 
married.  We extend our congratulations and best wishes to 
Maggie and Andrew. 
 
We extend a special invitation to members of the congrega-
tion to join us for a special Community Remembrance Day 
Service on Sunday, November 13th.  We will have participa-
tion by all military units from the city.   

Property Committee Report by Tony Zamojc 
 
On behalf of the Property Committee, I would like to thank 
George Rode for all his help and insight into the work he 
has done on the Property Committee.  George has had to 
resign from the committee due to health issues, but is con-
tinuing to improve and get stronger.  Ken Coutts has of-
fered to join the committee. 
 
The work of the Property Committee continues with the 
boiler being the greatest challenge.  Waterloo Manufactur-
ing has done the annual service and repairs on the boiler. 
The annual inspection has been completed and the boiler  
has been approved for use.  Thanks to Doug Neal for put-
ting a lot of time and energy into the boiler repair process. 
 
Ken Coutts painted one of the upstairs offices and stripped 
the oil based trim to allow for latex paint to be used.  This 
was to prepare for a new tenant.  Thanks Ken. 
 
A window in the Cork Street entrance was broken this past 
weekend and is presently being dealt with by Ken Coutts.   
 
John Harris cleaned and waxed the floors on the upper 
level and stairs.   The floors look great. 
 
Once again, thanks to all those who give of their time and 
energy to maintain the beauty and operation of Norfolk 
Street United Church. 
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At Norfolk Street United 
Church 

Regimental Chapel for the  
11th Field Regiment 

 
Sunday, November 
13th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Guest speaker:   
The Rev. Dr. Ron Smeaton 

 
Representation  

from all Military Units will be 
in attendance  

 
145th anniversary of the 11th 

Field Regiment 
 

85th anniversary of  Col. John 
McCrae Branch of  

Royal Canadian Legion 

 
Refreshments and dessert to 

follow in the auditorium. 
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Back by popular demand are out themed gift baskets.  Please con-
sider donating one or more items as follows:   

Baking— baking sheets, cookie or cake mixes, sprinkles, flour, 
timer, grocery gift certificates, cookie cutters, cookie tins, 
chocolate chips, sugar, oven mitts, tea towels, aprons 

Breakfast—pancake/biscuit mix, spatula/mixing spoon/whisk, mugs, syrup, oat-
meal, tea, coffee, cookbooks, fry pan 

What’s for Dinner? —breadsticks, sauces, breadsticks, olive oil, balsamic vine-
gar, pasta, wine, napkins 

Movie Madness—canned/jarred nuts, licorice, chips, popcorn, gift certificate for 
theatre, pretzels, movies, crackers 

Sweet Treats—cookies, candy 
Christmas for Kids—colouring books, games, stuffed animals, craft items, cray-
ons, markers, paints 

 
The Silent Auction is a great opportunity to purchase gifts for Christmas.  We have numer-
ous gift certificates for everything from restaurants to catering, to museum membership, to 
tickets for various events, to dance lessons, to home products.  These include local estab-
lishments, out-of-town locations including Toronto, Hamilton, Drayton, Blythe, and all the 
way to Ottawa. 
 
This year’s lunch will be served from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and will include homemade soup, 
fresh croissant sandwiches, gourmet cupcakes and beverage for $6/adult or $3/children 10 
& under.  This is guaranteed to be a great lunch. 
 
One of our most popular tables at the Bazaar is the bake table.  People rush to get the 
fresh-baked goodies.  The items that are most in demand are home baked pies, loaves, 
Christmas goodies and squares.  We hope that you will consider contributing to the bake 
table.  Watch the bulletin for details of drop off times. 
 
Our Vendor Craft tables are all booked.  We will have vendors with handknit items, hand 
painted boxes and pendants, jewellery, beads, earrings, handcrafted cards, and more. 
 
The bazaar will be the last chance for you to purchase our 175th anniversary items.  We 
have mugs for $4, zippered bags for $7 or mug & bag combos for $10, pens for $2,  or 
framed line drawings for $150.   
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Since learning is a life long endeavor and for many, 
an important part of their on-going spiritual journey, 
the Christian Education committee at Norfolk United 
offers structured leaning opportunities for everyone 
from ages 4 to 104. 
 
For elementary and high school aged students we 
offer weekly Sunday classes. Since January, these 
classes have been taught by two full-time teachers, 
Denais Peluch and Sylvia Grant. 
 
On Mother’s Day, many of the students took part an 
active role in the service.  Wesley Peluch read the 
scripture selection, Anna Peluch played a piece on 
her violin. In addition, for Young Folks Time students 
(plus Ivor Wright) presented a short drama based on 
the baptism of Jesus.  The cast consisted of the fol-
lowing: 
 
  Reporter:              Wesley Peluch 
  Jesus:                    Mackenzie Mollison 
  John  the Baptist:  Anna Peluch 
  Crowd:                  Joseph Coward, Sydnie Budd 
                                Jacob Gray,  
 Voice from Above: Ivor Wright 
 
The script was written by Sylvia Grant and directed 
by Ken Budd. 
 
In class, we offer a Bible-based curriculum in which 
stories of the Bible are taught with application for to-
day. A variety of teaching methods are used, includ-
ing music, story-telling, Bible reading, games, crafts, 
drama and discussion. 
      
On the last Sunday of every month we have Birthday 
Sunday.  On this day we have birthday cake and 
wish Happy Birthday to everyone celebrating a birth-
day in that month. 
 
Thanks to those students, parents, and grandpar-
ents, who make the effort to get themselves, and 
their child(ren)/ grandchild(ren) out to classes on 
Sunday.  The vitality of Sunday School hinges not 
only on dedicated teachers, but also on a consistent 
group of students.  Keep up the effort everyone and 
help the Sunday School grow and thrive.  

In addition to nursery facilities, we pro-
vide Sunday School for pre-schoolers 
to Grade 12.  In a safe and caring envi-
ronment, we attempt to provide Chris-
tian Education, an education not avail-
able elsewhere. 
 
We are looking for additional teach-
ers.  Can you give some time to teach-
ing – we can accommodate whatever 
time you have to offer, whether it’s 
once a month, twice a month, every 
Sunday, every six weeks, or even just 
one Sunday.  Your help and commit-
ment to the youth of Norfolk would be 
appreciated.   
 
For adults, including college and uni-
versity students, Christian Education 
also provides week night study groups. 
During Lent, the Rev. Arty Miller held a 
three part study titled “Hard to Dance 
with the Devil on your Back.” It was an 
excellent series probing some of our 
deeper spiritual questions. These study 
groups provide an opportunity for peo-
ple to meet, learn and discuss in a 
warm, accepting and friendly atmos-
phere.  
 
Christian Education is conducting a 
four part study on Thursday evenings 
from October 13 to November 3,  7 to 
8:30 P.M. in the Church Par-
lour.  Theme of the study is - Living 
With Respect in Creation. The first 
study group, on October 13th, will in-
clude a presentation by Andrew 
Zamojc, a Software Engineering and 
Math graduate.  Andrew's presentation 
will focus on some of the wonders of 
nature, including patterns found on 
earth in the sky and even in the human 
body.  Hope to see you at some or all 
of the study groups.   
�
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