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“People Serving God  Through Serving People” 
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The months since the last newsletter have been very full.  I have 
been meeting and getting to know the wonderful people who work 
together to make Norfolk Street United such a friendly place, and 
such a strong Christian witness in downtown Guelph.  I have been 
very impressed with the skills and abilities that are available to do 
ministry in this place.  More than that, I have been touched by the 
warmth of everyone’s welcome, and by the positive atmosphere 
that indicates that the relationships among the people of this con-
gregation are not just good working relationships, but deep and 
abiding friendships. 

 

Healthy, happy relationships are the strong base we need to build a congregation that is ready to 
welcome new members into our midst.  The programmes we are working on, old and new are 
all designed to do that.  The training sessions for small group leaders that I mentioned in the last 
newsletter are now under way.  The Emerging Spirit welcoming committee is getting its work 
started and have already offered some very valuable suggestions about how we can change our 
look for newcomers on Sunday mornings. 
 

The Lenten study, in spite of a lack of advance planning, was well attended.   A study group is 
planned for the fall using the programme called “Living the Questions”.   This material was de-
signed to help new Christians with some of the questions they brought to the faith.  Experience 
has taught us that many people who attend church for years still have questions to bring to the 
faith too.  “Living the Questions” gives us all a good opportunity for open discussion and shar-
ing of our faith life.   Watch for details in upcoming newsletters.  If Sunday mornings are a dif-
ficult time for you to join us, consider spending a weekday evening in fellowship instead. 
 

My position here at Norfolk has also taken me to a number of gatherings of other Christians, 
and committed people from other backgrounds, who are working to see that people in the 
downtown core have the opportunities they need to care for one another.  I have met with the 
Guelph Ministerial Association, the Guelph Cluster of the Waterloo Presbytery, the C.O.R.E. 
programme for downtown Guelph, the Chalmers Outreach Ministry, chaplains from various 
hospitals and care facilities, and of course, our own Change Now Programme, where Wally and 
I even got a chance to cook.  All of this is a part of the ministry that we are called to do together 
in this place. 

 

The Sunday School are currently planning their traditional “Promotion Sunday” on June 10th. 
We will be celebrating the presence and joy of children in our midst by recognizing the work 
they have done and lessons they have learned over the past year.  On the same Sunday we will 
be celebrating the Sacrament of Baptism.  Please plan to join us for this special Sunday of inter-
generational worship and praise. 
 

As the Covenanting Service conducted by Waterloo Presbytery said, by God’s grace we have 
been given this ministry, and by God’s grace we will carry it on together in Christ’s name by 
the power of the Holy Spirit among us.  
 

“Let us rejoice in the covenant we have made.” 
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by Jennifer Porritt 

 
Spring is certainly passing by quickly and the Christian Education Committee has been 
busy with activity during this time! 
 
Our four-part Lenten video study series concluded on April 3.  Thank you to everyone 
who supported this initiative.  The feedback was quite positive from those who partici-
pated and we’re now looking forward to offering a similar multimedia learning series in 
the fall called Living the Questions.   Living the Questions will “help seekers and 
"church alumni/ae" alike in discovering the relevance of Christianity in the 21st Century 
and what a meaningful faith can look like in today's world”.  Each week has a different 
theme and the group is encouraged to share their thoughts and ideas regarding video 
presentations that are viewed prior to the discussion.  Look for more information about 
this program in the fall. 
 
On Sunday, May 6th, Dave Thatcher, Project Manager with Guelph’s Masai Centre, 
gave a compelling speech about the plight of AIDS in Africa and the work that Dr. 

Anne-Marie Zajdlik and her 
team are performing not only 
in Guelph, but at a clinic they 
sponsor in Lesotho, Africa.  In 
addition to individual congre-
gation donations, young 
members were involved in 
selling the signature red-and-
white beaded bracelets after 
the service.  In total, 47 were 
sold.  We still have some 
bracelets left, so if you’re in-
terested, please see either 
myself or Michael Richardson.  
Many thanks to all who par-

ticipated in the service.  Your support of this initiative is appreciated. 
 
On Sunday, June 10th, we will celebrate Promotion Sunday.  This day has been desig-
nated as a time when we recognize the efforts of not only our Sunday School youth, 
but the many volunteers who give their time both with programming and the nursery.  I 
know we speak for the entire congregation as the CE committee formally thanks all vol-
unteers for their time and energy.  The Sunday School and nursery are vital to the on-
going life and support of the church community and we want the volunteers to know 
that your efforts do not go unnoticed! 
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“A good exercise for the heart is to bend down  
and help another up.” 

 

Summer is finally here!  The days are longer and the 
sun warmer.  This will be our last newsletter until Sep-
tember. 
 
Norfolk has had several celebrations…..the special 
one being the covenanting service of Rev. Arty Miller.  
She is now officially the minister of Norfolk Street 
United Church (and are we delighted!).  We also send 
Hermina Wright, Les Young, and John Eccles birthday 
wishes for May.   June will see Tony Zamojc, Morley 
Hunter, Sylvia Grant and Irene Osburn celebrate birth-
days.  The summer birthdays for July are ….Lynn 
Hunter, Mary Black and June Mc Neill.  August….is 
Lloyd Millard’s and Vern Hamilton’s birthday.  Anniver-
sary wishes to Morley and Lynn Hunter and Doug and 
Marlene Neal. To all those celebrating a passage, 
whether birthday or anniversary, we send you our best 
wishes and blessings. 

 
Our Easter Breakfast was a huge success.  My sin-
cere thanks to Chuck and Lois Henderson, Marlene 
and Doug Neal, George and Marie Rode,  Peggy He-
wat, Ryan McCreary and Phil Greenway.  Also to An-
drew who set-up the tables for us.  What a team!!  We 
served between 65 and 70 people.  
 
On April 17th, 21 ladies from the congregation spent a 
wonderful evening at Swiss Chalet. We ate and 
laughed, and ate and laughed, and laughed some 
more. (And I thought Brenda was a quiet, reserved 
young lady!)  This is the largest attendance to date.  
On Tuesday, May 15th we met at Delainey’s on Wood-
lawn Road. This was our last evening out until Sep-
tember.    
 
I would also like to invite all the men of the congrega-
tion to attend the Men’s Breakfast on Saturday, June 
2nd at 9:00 a.m. at Café Chopin on Quebec Street.  
Last month 15 men had a great breakfast and talked 
about boating. Bring a topic you might like discussed.  
Sons or grandsons also invited to enjoy a men only 
outing.  

�
�
�
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The teacher was talking to her 
class about whales and said 
that it was impossible for a 

whale to swallow a human be-
cause, though their bodies are 

large, and their throats are 
small.  One little girl said she 
read in the bible about Jonah 
being swallowed by a whale.  

The teacher said, “It’s impossi-
ble”.  The little girl said, 

“When I get to heaven I will 
ask Jonah.”  The teacher said, 
“What if Jonah goes to hell?”  
The little girl said, “Then you 

ask him.” 
 

Submitted  
by Helen McCrossan 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

 
May 24-26 Annual Mtg. of Hamilton 
 Conference 
May 26  Garage Sale 
May 27   Hymnspiration 
May 31   Small Group Training Session 
Jun. 2   Men’s Breakfast 
Jun. 3   Gymfest 
   Communion Service 
Jun. 7    Friendship Guild Luncheon 
Jun. 7   Small Group Training Session 
Jun.10  Promotion Sunday 
   Sacrament of Baptism 
Jun. 14 Volunteer Appreciation Tea 
Jun. 14 Church Council Mtg. 
Jul. 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29 Joint Services at 
  Paisley Memorial 
Aug. 5, 12, 19, 26 & Sept. 2 -  Joint   
  Services at Norfolk Street 
Aug. 19 Newsletter Submissions due 

 
Please be sure to submit   

any upcoming events in writing  
if you wish to have them included  

in the Calendar of Events.   
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