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“People Serving God  Through Serving People” 
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I want to begin by thanking all of you at Norfolk 
for the warm welcome I have received in all areas 
of the church’s life.  Each group I have visited and 
all the people I have met have been very gracious, 
helping me learn your names, and get to know you 
and your families.  I am settling in well to my new 
work here.  My husband and I have purchased a 
home in Guelph, and are looking forward to mov-
ing here in May. 
 

Easter is coming soon, and we are all looking forward to a time of refreshment and 
renewal.  Easter Sunday is planned to celebrate that.  As you will see from the arti-
cle by Michael Richardson, the United Church of Canada is also thinking about 
renewal, and we are thinking about that same theme. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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I would like to take this opportunity to introduce to you a plan for renewal for Norfolk Street 
United.  If you are receiving this newsletter, you will be receiving a call inviting you to take 
part in this plan at some point in the next three months.  Small Groups Ministry has been a suc-
cessful programme in many churches across North America, and has been used to achieve a va-
riety of goals.  The Small Groups Ministry proposed for Norfolk Street has as one of its main 
goals, welcoming and integrating new members, as well as members who have been away for a 
while and would like to find their way back. 
 
Small groups consist of six to ten people.  Each group has a leader and a host/hostess, who may 
or may not be the same person.   The groups meet in the home of the host/hostess usually once a 
week for about an hour to an hour and half.  The groups themselves, once they have gathered, 
will agree on their own schedule.  They will also select their particular activities.   The activities 
of the groups are designed to further the overall work of the church in the areas of worship, 
work for others, learning about the faith, and getting to know each other better.  The groups at 
Norfolk will be particularly attentive to the task of helping new members, or renewing members 
make friends and feel at home here.  The hope is that each group will be able to add one or two 
members to its number in the time the group is together, which will be about eight months. 
 
I will be working over the next few months with members of the Church Council to recruit and 
train eight to ten leaders for the small groups.  One of those leaders will be calling you in late 
August or early September to invite you to participate in this renewal.  Please give it prayerful 
consideration, and plan to take part.  You will find friends to pray, work, and play with; food 
for body and soul. 
 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

                                                            (Rev.)  Arty Miller 

          “Therefore encourage one another and build each other up,   
                       just as in fact you are doing”   -    I Thessalonians 5:11 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Contrary to popular belief, 
people between the ages of 

30 and 45 are profoundly interested in faith and 
spiritual matters, but they are also preoccupied 
with work and family and are highly skeptical of 
organized religion.  They say they would be in-
terested in attending a church that is inclusive in 
its worship, celebrates the value of all faith tradi-
tions and isn’t interested in peddling easy an-
swers to spiritual and moral questions.  Yet they 
don’t believe that such a church actually exists. 
 
That’s part of the reason why the United Church 
of Canada has recently embarked on the 
“Emerging Spirit” campaign, a national initiative 
designed to reach out to young adults between 
the ages of 30 and 45 who presently have no 
church affiliation.  This campaign includes the 
well-known November 2006 launch of 
www.wondercafe.ca, a website containing loads 
of information and discussion forums, where us-
ers can engage in on-line dialogue on a range of 
spiritual, moral and other topics.  The website 
also contains links to congregational mini-pages, 
for those who might be interested in taking the 
next step in their spiritual journey and attending 
a local worship service. 
 
“Emerging Spirit” may be best known for the 
“edgy” advertisements in Canadian magazines 
that began to appear in December.  Among cur-
rent churchgoers, there has been a mixed re-
sponse to the images and the text contained in 
the ads – not to mention their cost.  Grabbing the 
attention of busy and skeptical young adults to-
day is not an easy task and subtle advertising 
will not break down the prevailing stereotypes 
about mainline institutional churches. 
 
But the national church office and its partners 
can only do so much.  The success or failure of  

the “Emerging Spirit” campaign ultimately 
depends on how we react when young 
adults and families visit our congregation.  
When we see an unknown face on Sunday 
morning, do we make a point to smile and 
introduce ourselves?  Are we willing to 
keep an open mind about incorporating dif-
ferent approaches to worship services?  Do 
we allow visitors the comfort of proceeding 
at their own pace, or do we react with too 
much excitement and immediately embark 
on a hard-sell recruitment campaign?  Are 
we too quick to assume that all guests have 
a solid understanding of the “basics” of our 
church and faith (not to mention the physi-
cal layout of our church!) and that they feel 
comfortable worshipping with us?  To suc-
ceed, we – as the current stewards of a 
proud progressive church tradition – must 
be prepared to embrace the ministry of wel-
come in which we are called to serve. 
 
I recently attended a workshop on the new 
campaign, together with Rev. Miller and 
Ken Russell.  One challenge for Church 
Council over the coming year will be to 
inspire others to embrace the ministry of 
welcome.  You’ll probably be hearing 
more in the coming months about 
“Emerging Spirit”.  In the meantime, I’d 
encourage you to do two things: (1) check 
out www.wondercafe.ca  and (2) reflect on 
a time in your life when you felt pro-
foundly welcomed and then consider how 
you might apply that positive experience 
when we welcome visitors. 

��������	
��
���
�

������������
����������
��������	���	����

����
������
����������������
����������
����������������������

�����

������������	�������������
���������������������
���
�����

���
��
���������
������������
�����
��

��	
��������
�����
�����	���	��� �



 - 4 - 

�
�
�
�

by Michael Richardson 
 
The Christian Education Committee has been busy working on behalf of the members of Nor-
folk Street United Church. 
 
Sunday School Superintendent Sylvia Grant and her roster of volunteer instructors continue to 
offer programming to our younger members on Sunday mornings.  New volunteers are always 
welcome to offer their assistance. 
 
A successful potluck social din-
ner was hosted on Friday, 
March 2 for the congregation.  
A thank-you is extended to Syl-
via for organizing the evening, 
and also to all those who 
brought food and volunteered 
with the clean-up.  In a separate 
event, the youth members of the 
congregation hosted 30 guests 
from other youth groups at 
Dublin Street, Three Willows 
and Trinity on February 25 for 
an evening of sports and games 
in our gym.  The Norfolk youth 
group also arranged a movie 
night earlier in the month. 
 

A four-part Lenten video study series 
commenced on March 13.  It will continue 
on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Parlour until April 3.  (Unlike certain 
prime-time television programs, you will 
not be “Lost” if you were unable to catch 
the opening edition – late additions are 
encouraged and welcomed!)  Rev. Miller 
will be moderating the discussions and 
providing context for the participants. 
 
Upcoming dates to keep in mind:  
�  Christian Family Sunday (May 13)  
�  Promotion Sunday (June 10). 
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‘I can face the waves……..  

for I trust the One who made the ocean” 
 
The Pastoral Care Committee is delighted and pleased 
to welcome Rev. Arty Miller as the new “shepherd of 
our flock” at Norfolk Street United Church.  Please 
introduce yourself to Rev. Miller when you have the 
opportunity.  I know she would like to meet all of you.  
 
Many have celebrated special days in the past few 
weeks, but I don’t know of too many in March.  One 
special day is the anniversary of John and Alice Wink.  

We wish them rich blessings 
and many more happy, 
healthy years together. 
 
The weather made it a little 
hard to make many visits 
this past month.  As well 
several of the nursing homes 
were closed due to a flu 

strain.  We remember those who have been unable to 
get out and wish them well and look forward to 
brighter days ahead.  If you know someone who needs 
or would like a visit, please let us know. 
 
The Ladies spent a great night out for dinner on March 
6th.  Eighteen ladies attended dinner at Diana Restau-
rant.  Next month our dinner will be at Swiss Chalet 
on Stone Road on Tuesday, April 17th  at 6 p.m.  Any 
lady is welcome to attend.  Bring a friend if you would 
like!  All are welcome. 
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February was a very sad month for our 
church family. Two special members 
of our congregation passed away.  On 
February 23rd, 2007, Don Friendship 
joined his dear wife Jean and left a 
huge void in the lives of his family 
and in the congregation. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with Andy, Bruce, 
Bob, Ruth and Joan and all their fami-
lies. 
 
The following day, February 24, 2007, 
Jim Mollison died after a lengthy ill-
ness. To Janet, his son Ian, and daugh-
ters, Heather and Shirley and families, 
our deepest sympathy.  He too, will be 
sadly missed.  
 
Some may not realize that Jim and 
Don were brothers-in-law, so both 
families have suffered a double blow. 
May God comfort them and hold them 
close. 
 
The joy of Easter is just around the 
corner.  We invite all to join us for our 
Annual Easter Breakfast, on Easter 
Sunday morning April 8th.   This is 
served around 9 a.m., between the 8 
a.m. service and the 10:30 a.m. ser-
vice.  Come and enjoy a freshly pre-
pared hot breakfast with other mem-
bers of our congregation.  The only 
cost is a smile! 
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This month I would like to introduce to you two 
members of our congregation who have been 
with us for a number of years. Some of you will 
know them but I thought you might like to hear a 
little about Chuck and Lois Henderson. 
 
Lois has been a member of Norfolk all her life.  
Her parents and family were long time members 
of our congregation.  Several of our older mem-
bers may remember the Daymond family. When 
you hear the chimes playing, it is thanks to Lois’ 
parents who donated them so many years ago.  
Several other gifts in the church were also from 
the Daymond family.  Lois attended Sunday 
School here and remembers singing “Open the 
Gates” when she was a child. Lois helps out with 
the decorating of the sanctuary during Christmas 
period and whenever we need a pair of hands, 
we ask Lois….don’t forget the Easter Breakfast! 
 
Chuck came to Norfolk around 1950.  He is Nor-
folk’s star hockey player, having won the Memo-
rial Cup playing right wing for the Guelph Bilt-
mores.    He has been co-chair of the Worship 
Committee on Church Council for several years,  
so if the colours of the antependia are not cor-
rect, speak with Chuck.  He helps with the many 
other projects in the church and does so quietly 
and thoroughly. 
 
Chuck and Lois, we thank you both for your gifts 
of time and friendship you give to Norfolk 
Church.  May you both be richly blessed.  

CHATTY CRAFTERS 
                             … by Lois Curtis 
 
The ladies meet on Mondays at 
1:30 p.m. in the Christian Education 
Auditorium to learn easy crafts and 
to enjoy a time of fellowship and re-
freshments. 
 
We are looking for more members 
so ladies come out and join in learn-
ing new crafts and mostly just for 
the fellowship and fun. 
 
The group are presently making 
Tea Coseys and Easter Bunny Bas-
kets. 
 
Our thoughts and prayers are with 
our leader, Eleanor James and her 
husband, Clifford, who is seriously 
ill in the hospital. 
 
In Eleanor’s absence, our former 
leader Joyce Auger is leading the 
group. 
 
The ladies will close the season the 
end of April with an outing – date 
and place yet to be determined. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

 
Apr. 1 Gymfest 
Apr. 3 Lenten Study 
Apr. 5 Friendship Guild Meeting 
Apr. 6 Good Friday Service 
Apr. 8  Easter Sunrise Service, 8 am 
 Easter Breakfast, 9 a.m. 
 Communion Service, 10:30 am 
Apr. 12 Church Council Meeting 
Apr. 14 Men’s Breakfast 
Apr. 17 Ladies Dinner 
Apr. 22 Covenanting Service, 7:30 p.m. 
Apr. 29 Anniversary Service 
May 6 Gymfest 
 Guest Speaker from Masai Centre  
May 10 Church Council Meeting 
May 13 Christian Family Sunday 
May 26 Garage Sale 
Jun. 3 Gymfest 
  Communion Service 
Jun.10 Promotion Sunday 

 
Please be sure to submit   

any upcoming events in writing  
if you wish to have them included  

in the Calendar of Events.   
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On Sunday, March 18, Norfolk co-
sponsored a Ceilidh with the Celtic Col-
lege. There were about 50 people in at-
tendance and they all seemed to be hav-
ing a great time, learning to do Celtic 
dances and socializing. Unfortunately, 
there were less than 10 people from Nor-
folk, so most of you missed an enjoyable 
afternoon. Look for another one later in 
the year, and this time, don’t miss the 
fun! 

ST. PATRICK’S DAY FAMILY CEILIDH 

FRIENDSHIP GUILD ... by Lynn Hunter 
Owing to the snowstorm, our March meeting was cancelled.  Our next meeting is on 
Thursday, April 5th at 1:30 p.m. in the Parlour when The Rev. Arty Miller will speak to 
us.  Church ladies and guests are invited.  For further information, please call Joyce 
Auger at 519-822-6410. 


